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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for indicating 
allowance of claim 1: The prior art discloses an integrated circuit comprising a 
first sub-circuit coupled to a first power supply rail providing a first power supply 
voltage; a second sub-circuit coupled to a second power supply rail providing a 
second power supply voltage; a first power supply modulator, coupled to the first 
sub-circuit and comprising a first plurality of shunts coupled to the first power 
supply rail, the modulator modulating the first power supply voltage without 
modulating the second power supply voltage; but does not disclose a first shunt 
controller, coupled to the at least one first shunt, comprising means for activating 
' a predetermined subset of the first plurality of shuts. This feature in combination 
with the rest of the claim limitations is not anticipated or rendered obvious by the 
prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for indicating 
allowance of claim 14: The prior art teaches a first sub-circuit, a second sub- 
circuit, but does not disclose a first plurality of shunts coupled to the first power 
supply rail and to the first sub-circuit to modulate the first power supply voltage 
without modulating the second power supply voltage; first shunt control means, 
coupled to the first plurality of shunts, for activating a predetermined subset of 
the first plurality of shunts for a first predetermined period of time in response to 
receipt of a trigger signal; output identification means for identifying an actual 
output of the first-sub-circuit while the first power supply modulation means 
modulates the first power supply voltage; and comparison means, for comparing 
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the actual output to an expected output of the first sub-circuit. This feature in 
combination with the rest of the claim limitations is not anticipated or rendered 
obvious by the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for indicating 
allowance of claim 15: The prior art does not disclose the step of in response to 
receipt of the trigger signal, modulating the first power supply voltage without 
modulating the second power supply voltage, wherein the modulating comprises 
activating a predetermined subset of a first plurality of shunts. This feature in 
combination with the rest of the claim limitations is not anticipated or rendered 
obvious by the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for indicating 
allowance of claim 25: The prior art does not disclose the step (C) of prior to the 
step (B), delaying the trigger signal by a predetermined delay to produce a 
delayed trigger signal; wherein the step (A) comprises a step of receiving the 
delayed trigger signal; and wherein the step (B) comprises a step of modulating 
the first power supply voltage without modulating the second power supply 
voltage in response to receipt of the delayed trigger signal. This feature in 
combination with the rest of the claim limitations is not anticipated or rendered 
obvious by the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for indicating 
allowance of claim 26: The prior art does not disclose the step of activating a 
subset of a first plurality of shunts for a first predetermined period of time to 
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modulate the first power supply voltage by a first amount in response to receipt of 
the trigger signal; and in response to receipt of the trigger signal, activating a 
subset of a second plurality of shunts for a second predetermined period of time 
to modulate the second power supply voltage by a second amount which differs 
from the first amount; wherein the steps are performed contemporaneously. This 
feature in combination with the rest of the claim limitations is not anticipated or 
rendered obvious by the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Dharti H. Patel whose telephone number is 
571-272-8659. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on 571-272-2800, Ext. 36. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
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free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

DHP 

04/28/2007 




